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Dr Roelof Botha

Dr Roelof Botha is currently Joint Managing Director of GOPA Group SA, a multi-disciplinary
research company that specialises in development facilitation. He has been an economic advisor
to PricewaterhouseCoopers for the past 17 years and is an experienced presenter & sought after
consultant. In 2005, he received the Sake-24/ABSA award for Economist of the Year, based on
the accuracy of forecasts of key economic indicators. He is a regular commentator on topical
macroeconomic issues (in the national and regional media) and has authored more than 100
articles, books and research publications. His broad experience includes management accountant
of a listed industrial company, financial editor of a daily newspaper, economic policy advisor in
the Department of Finance, senior economics lecturer at the University of Pretoria & University of
Johannesburg, chief economist of the South African Federated Chamber of Industries, and
visiting lecturer at the Gordon Institute of Business Science (GIBS) & Tshwane University of
Technology.

Topics

Over the past two decades, Dr Botha has delivered more than 300 presentations at seminars,
conferences and management briefings. Many of these presentations have covered overviews
and forecasts of key economic indicators such as GDP growth, inflation, interest rates, exchange
rates, globalization and the rise of the emerging markets. In his own unique style of blending the
serious matters of economics and politics with the lighter side of life, Dr Botha has managed to
captivate audiences around the country. Most of his presentations are regarded as broadly
motivational, in terms of highlighting research that confirms numerous positive structural
changes in the South African economy, including an objective reflection on the prospects for
sustained development and socio-economic stability in the Southern African region.

CV - Dr Roelof Botha

Academic record

The following degrees were obtained via extra-mural studies: B Com (Accounting), B Com
Honours (Economics), M Com (Economics), and D Com (Economics). The Honours and Masters
degrees were both obtained cum laude at the University of Pretoria, whilst the Doctorate was
completed at Rand Afrikaans University (now University of Johannesburg). He was granted three
achievement bursaries and won two academic excellence awards during his studies.

Specialised teaching assignments

¢ Globalisation and Competitiveness (Business Leadership Programmes for companies,
GIBS)
The South African Economic Landscape (Masters in Human Resource Management, UJ)
Applied Macroeconomics (Masters degree in Business Management, UJ)
Public Sector Economics (Post-graduate diploma in Transport Management, UJ)
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Development Economics and Public Finance (Third-year undergraduate courses for the
Unisa B Com-degree presented by Boston City Campus)

Business, Government & the New Economy (Post Graduate Diploma in Business
Administration, GIBS)

Applied Macroeconomics (Masters Degree in Business Administration, Tshwane University
of Technology)
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